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3Herculaneum wine cave recovery project: preliminary results of carbon-14 and radiocarbon assays on two samples of 3H-rich
calcified deposits. The development of radiocarbon and carbon-14 analyses on two samples taken from the 3H-rich calcified
deposits in the wine cave of Herculaneum, southern Italy, during preliminary studies of the overall project is reported. A comparison
with available reference material indicates that both samples may date to the first half of the Christian era. On the basis of the
experimental errors and the daily influx of beta-particles of carbon-14 during the field work, the conservative limits on the
radiocarbon and carbon-14 assays on the selected samples are estimated, and they are discussed in a wider context. The results
indicate that the deposits analyzed may not have been significantly affected by the 3H-rich postdepositional process.[Antiviral
screening of Chinese herbs using viral plaque reduction assay]. To establish the method for the antiviral screening of Chinese
herbs. Viral plague reduction assay was used to evaluate the antiviral activity of various Chinese herbal extracts against
hemorrhagic fever with renal syndrome (HFRS) virus, TBF virus and Japanese encephalitis virus. The 50% effective dose (ED(50))
of the drug to the test viruses was in the range of 10.0 microg/mL-1.2 mg/mL. By qualitative assay, the results of the HEK cell
culture system by pretreatment with herbal extracts showed that the total effective rate of the virus infection was 100% when the
cells were pretreated with high and middle concentration of extracts.
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